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longing for that which only God can provide. I call it the
“Holy ache.” Myopic followers of Christ bypass
prophetic images and Holy longings in a feeble attempt
to race to the cradle of the Lord. But to do so renders
great injustice to the season. And, frankly, it is a slap in
the face of the faithful throng that lived expectantly and
obediently under God long before the Christ event. In
our longing, we pay tribute to the longing of those who
went before us.
Yes, amazing things can happen in dark places.The joy
of Advent is that, by design, we begin the weary trek
toward our faith’s culmination which occurs in the
darkness of Bethlehem.To get there, however, we must
pass through the dark and scary places of life and faith.
Advent holds all of that in balance for us.
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The threat posed by the Assyrians in the book of
Nahum was anything but imaginary.The Assyrians were
a particularly brutal enemy toward those in their path.
In fact, the Northern Kingdom of Israel fell to them,
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decorating, cooking, shopping, gift giving, Chi istmas
music and pageants are all ways of looking forward
with anticipation to Christmas.The expectation,
however, does not equal preparation. As I think back
to worship services in the 1970’s, I remember people
who went into the sanctuary and spent the 10 minutes
before the service, quietly preparing their heai ts and
minds for worship.There is no comparison of life in
1970 and life in 2012. Smart phones, texting,Twitter
and other social media have robbed us of our quiet
time.There is very little preparation to set our minds
on God, or preparation to allow the Holy Spirit to
speak to our hearts.
Maiachi 3:3 reminds us that God sent John the Baptist
to prepare the way. All of God’s creation was
preparing the way for Jesus to come to eai th.
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Mr.Whitmore lived on the same street as the school,
so I asked my grandmother if we could just go by his
house and ask him to let us in. Grandma said okay.

grandmother to

meaningful way. I
birth of Jesus, we
12 that remind u

other—in unity,
kindness with ki

R. 12
Heather Hartsell
Athletic Training
Educational Program
Director
Psalm 30 and
John 14:23-27

lives.We only need to call upon him
ashamed of our fragile human natur

call upon him, God does not forsak
our “wailing into dancing” and will r

“sackcloth and cloth us in joy”.The
the heartache we bear only last but
we allow God to be God in our live
our reading, knowing that no matte
my life all I need to do is to gaze an
and he will, without hesitation, be th
cradle me and arms that surround m

ready first and he thanked my friend again and walked
out the door. My friend then walked over to the
window near the exit and watched, waiting to see if

friends, those w
them. Quite oft
or even the stra

the poor fellow had a vehicle or was on foot,

other public pla

worrying about his walking in the cold weather. She

our colleagues,

searched the exit and the parking lot and saw no one.

know so well. In

She walked out of the building and searched again,

Christ, never kn
receiving Christ

but still no one was in sight. Did she simply miss him
or was this a case of entertaining angels unaware? We
all must decide for ourselves.
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Son for our salvation! Our rejoicing

be hard to find. Our vision is often clouded by the
modern, mad hustle of shopping and the constant
retail forecasts of sales surging or spiraling. Despite
the economic camouflage, however, Christians still
acknowledge and celebrate the true purpose of the
Advent season. In a way, we work hard to proclaim to
the secular world,“Here we are.”
In last year’s Advent Devotional Book, our good
friend Gayle Price wrote eloquently about her love of
Christmas and Advent worship. At the time she
composed her devotional, Gayle was optimistic about
beating her disease and believed she was cancer-free.
She thanked God for His amazing love and grace,
remarking that only He knows how many tomorrows
any of us have left. During the “hot, dark summer” of
her surgery and chemotherapy, Gayle somehow felt
the “hope, peace, joy, and love of Christmas.”
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night was particularly significant although it appeared
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for life.

man in his late sixties, he stood before our
congregation during a Christmas program and gave
his testimony. He said, of all the things he remembers
from when he had his sight, that night in France is
most memorable and vivid. He admitted sulking
about missing his family, thinking it a tragedy to be so
far from everyone he loved, but he did not realize the
Lord was creating a beautiful picture to take with him
all the days of his life. Isn’t it interesting that God
knows something about our situations that we don t
know, can’t relate to, or can’t understand? Thus, when

TutesPAy,

t>eceMB>eR, ±S
Carolyn Billings
Professor of Music,
School of Performing and
Visual Arts
Isaiah 51:9-1 1 and
Ephesians 5:14-17

No doubt the Israelites were desper

exile in Babylonia to end. Around thi
I was feeling desperate for my friend

I, along with many others here, had r
many wonderful friends—Jack Partai
Partin, and Barry Hambright—and G
courageously fighting cancer. My pray
for God to wake up and use his pow
Gayle.When I realized that healing G
wasn’t part of God’s plan, I had to w
accept his comfort and strength.

help as we go through some tough situation where
the solution is not so clear. Can you name the hymns
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Whatever it m

let it be a time
Perhaps you have already worshiped and praised God
during your cantata this season, or was it just
another service to attend? In my experience, I am
blessed and drawn closer to the Lord as the message
comes alive in a different form of worship. I trust that
as you left, you were refreshed and renewed to
continue celebrating the joyous Christmas season.
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Why were we exiled from the joy of
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to peace with our situation, a door o

celebrate His b
While the world marches on with a smile at the sight
of a newborn baby and mourns at the loss of life on
earth, God takes the time to teach us to view both
with joy. He demonstrated the joy of new life with
the birth of His son in the simplest of dwellings, a
child born in a stable.Yet, this birth is the most
glorious birth in human history. God is becoming
flesh! The one who is from the beginning, who always
existed, who created all things, who was and is God,
now at Bethlehem becomes flesh! Although Jesus was
truly a man, at His glorious birth He did not cease to
be God. And yet,“God showed His great love for us
by sending Christ to die for us while we were still
sinners.” (Romans 5:8 NLT) Did you hear that? God
sent the babe in a manger to die for sinners like you
and me.
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response of faith when a season of

to disrupt our naive expectation of
increase.

myself. Even through all the hectic times in my life
from graduating college to moving to Gardner-Webb
University to start a new chapter of my life, it still
comes easy for me. One of my favorite things to do
is to go hiking in the mountains of western North
Carolina. Almost every weekend I head to the
mountains to spend my days discovering new places
to hike and explore. Even though hiking can be a
strenuous activity that requires a lot of time and
energy, I find it to be very peaceful. God’s beautiful
creations are felt all around through the sound of a
trickling creek to the breeze in the trees. Halfway
through my hike, I find enjoyment in locating a nice
place to stop to relax. Usually I spend this time sitting
on a rock somewhere near a waterfall or in the
creek bed where I can appreciate and reflect on
everything around me. After having busy weeks at
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stone structure with another one fou
23.The rock-hewn manger associated
earthly beginning (Lk. 2:12) has a strik
the rock-hewn tomb in which Jesus i

According to the PBS NOVA web site, the “visible”
universe, the universe that can be detected with our
technology, is 28 billion light years in diameter—the
visible universe. At 186,000 miles per second, it would
take light 28 billion years to cross it. Astronomers
speculate that there is much, much more beyond the
part of the universe we can detect. Who can imagine
what is beyond the “sight” of the most powerful
telescopes and our most advanced technology!
Even with no real concept of the full enormity of the
universe, the Psalmist was so struck by it as to be
awed that its creator could be mindful of humanity:
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4 Gardner-Webb was recently awarded the North American Mission
Board’s (NAMB) Courts Redford Award, which recognizes the nation’s
top 10 universities for mobilizing student missionaries through NAMB.
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